	Fisheries management 

	The Fisheries Management Committee is responsible for advising the Council on matters pertaining to the management of the fisheries resources of the Restigouche River system. The main tasks assigned to the Committee have been the preparation of an annual report on the aboriginal and recreational salmon fisheries within the watershed and a five-year fishing plan for these same fisheries. 

The Committee approved the formats for both the Report on the 2006 Fisheries and the 2007 Fishing Plan, and agreed to a completion date for both documents of March 31st , 2007. One modification agreed on by the Committee about the 2007 Fishing Plan is that it will be written as the base or first-year plan in the Five-year (2007-2011) Fishing Plan for the Restigouche Salmon Resource and that any amendments that may be made annually will be documented in “Supplements” to be distributed annually as updates to the base Fishing Plan. It is important to acknowledge that both these documents could not be prepared without the cooperation and support of the Listuguj Mi’gmaq and Eel River Bar First Nations, the New Brunswick Aboriginal Peoples Council and the New Brunswick, Québec and Federal governments. 

The Committee is pleased to report that the harmonization of the recreational fishing regulations for the boundary waters between New Brunswick and Québec is virtually complete and that most, if not all, remaining regulatory changes stemming from this exercise will be in effect for the 2007 season. The inter-government committee, comprised of representatives from the governments of New Brunswick, Québec and Canada, will now focus its attention on what can be done to better harmonize the differences in the angling regulations between the boundary waters and other parts of the watershed. 

A new initiative for the Fisheries Management Committee in 2007 will be to pursue ways “of further harmonizing the management of the Restigouche salmon angling fishery and stocks” in recognition that currently the approaches to managing the Restigouche salmon are different for Québec-only waters and the rest of the watershed. This exercise is aimed at laying out the way the salmon resource will be managed in the future, including identifying the biological information that will be required to implement the management program. It will be carried out jointly with members of the Council’s Science Committee. 

Members of the Fisheries Management Committee agreed to meet in the near future and at the call of the Committee’s co-chairs to begin discussions on what might be done to further harmonize the management regime for Restigouche salmons. 
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