	Resource Enhancement 

	The Resource Enhancement Committee is charged to advise the Council on both stock enhancement and habitat restoration and improvement matters. The Committee met in December 2006. 

The main undertakings of the Committee have been to advise the Council on: 

  Methodologies and procedures that could be applied to survey the salmonid populations and their habitat within the Restigouche watershed; 

  The regulatory approval process for fish habitat-related work within the Restigouche watershed; and 

  The regulatory approval process for introducing into and transferring fish within the Restigouche watershed. 

In addition to exchanging information on events or happenings within the watershed and programs related to the Restigouche fisheries resource, the Committee made considerable progress related to the regulatory process for work activities potentially affecting the fish habitat within the watershed. Specifically, the Committee reviewed and approved a written description of the regulatory process for habitat-related work within the watershed. Committee members noted some fragmentation in the process and recommended to the Council to invite the main regulatory organizations in Québec (i.e., the two Ministries and DFO’s Québec Region) and New Brunswick (i.e., the two Provincial Departments and DFO’s Gulf Region) to a meeting to address improving the harmonization of the regulatory process for fish habitat-related work within the watershed. 

The Committee reaffirmed its approval of the habitat survey methodology to be employed in future surveys of the fish habitat in the Restigouche watershed. The methodology lays out a tiered survey and mapping framework for documenting the attributes and problems of the fish habitat for salmonids within the watershed and the potential for habitat restoration and improvement. 

Resource enhancement activities within the watershed during 2006 were generally limited to stocking close to 200, 000 0+ salmon parr by the Charlo Salmonid Enhancement Center in the Kedgwick and Upsalquitch rivers and about another 75, 000 0+ fall parr by the satellite rearing operations of J.D. Irving and the MSRT in the Little Main Restigouche. 

The Resource Enhancement Committee has scheduled its next meeting for the fall of 2007. 

Chairpersons 
Charles Ayer, New Brunswick Department of Natural Resources 
Bob Chiasson, Charlo Salmonid Enhancement Center Inc. 


