	Resource Protection 

	The Restigouche Watershed resource protection committee met three times in 2006. 

The 2006 season was the first year of implementation of the 5-year watershed protection plan. At the spring meeting, most of our energy was spent identifying the major problems pertaining to poaching issues that threaten the salmon stocks. The committee identified actions and named the responsible protection agencies to address the different threats. The different protection agencies worked throughout the watershed during the summer to execute the targeted actions. 

The end of the year meeting allowed the committee to review the past season and validate the implementation of the annual protection plan. According to the committee, the first year of the implementation of the plan gave good results and we must continue down this path. 

At the last meeting, the committee came to the conclusion that the issues arising from the other user groups within the watershed such as the canoeist and others are not under the responsibility of the protection committee. Certain aspects pertaining to the environment fall under the jurisdiction of the protection agencies. The committee considers that these issues should be addressed through awareness and education campaigns targeted towards the other user groups. 
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